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Sl-t. 1IRVA.V.

The Times-Dlapatch ftnds serious
nnd laatlng dlaapp dntmont in Mr.
Bryan'a tailure t.i deelare, ln hls eng-
erly awaited statement. that he wlll
never again 1"' a candidate for the

presldency. in the hour of hla third
dcclsivf defeat, ln eacb of whlch lils
own personallty has beeh inextricably
lnvolvod wlth the country'a rejecilon of
hls party at tho polls, he should have
felt thia resolve mount lrreslstlbly
Withln hlm, and he should hnve ex-

prcssed lt lnstantly and Irrevocably.
Hla avoldance of nny such nssertton
can hardly be dlsmiaaed aa accidentnl.
On the contrary, ii ae'ema to striko
downward Into the very roots of char-
acter. lt inevitablygeuggests that he,
the defeated candidate, would be entire¬
ly wllllng to have hls party once moro

attach all Us hopes to hlm In 1912, and
lends color to tho charge of hla op-
ponente that personal amblttou, and
nelther party victory nor the publlc
good, ls the malnsprlng of Mr. Bryan'a
being.
However good a man may be, how¬

ever able, progressivo, patrlotic nnd
¦wlse, his third defeat at the head of
a party abie to win great vlctorles not

long ago. moans unmlstaknbly that the
country does not desire hlm. No ex-

traordlnary dclicacy i'J noeded to reach
this conclusion. Mortlfled by an un-

p&rallelcd successlon of pebuffs, after
campaigns conductcd upon various

platforms of hls own making and char-
ncterizcd by loyal support, humillated
by tho thought that he has, ln all
probablltty, been tho direct means of
kceping lils parly's policies ineffective
end nugatory, a disinterested, mag-
nanlmous and sensltive man would nut-

urally protest at the earllest moment,
ln a whlrl.of self-rcproach and dls-
tress, that he would never again under

any conceivablo clrcumstances offer
lilmsell for a leadershlp for whlch "Cho
record baa proved hlm temporament-
ally unfltted. Yet Mr. Bryan remalns

resoluteTy _slent. Nor have auy of the
other party leaders of renown risen ln
the moment of dis'aster to say what ls
ao obvlously waiting to be sald.

The Tlmes-Dlspalch gives Mr. Bryan
fullest credlt for everythlng valuable
:iiat he has done.'fullest admiratlon for
nll that is admirable, and tliere ls much,
ln hla personal character. It belleves
fully, wlth hlm, that wrltten hlstory
will glve hlm a hig'u place as a power-
ful natlonal reformer in tho tiekl of
political and economic morals; nnd
that ls enough ,of an epltaph to satisfy
any man. lt belleves fully that ho has
services yet to offer whlch will be o£

great value to the party antl to the
country. But ho must not again asplre
to perform those services from the
White House. He must not again
present hlmself as the sole chosen re-

posiiory of his paily's hopos. lf oth¬
ers, insplred \f»t. orice again by Gio
old eloquence and- mugnetism, encour-

afe-e hlm to put hlmself once more ln
such a posltlon, he must steadfastly
declino.

By this tesl shall his whole cureer

he judged. tor better or worse. If he
ls a hlgh-mlnded, publto-spirlted and
geuerous man, he wlll not again, In the
light ot the story of the past twelve
veais, invite or assumo lndlvldual re-

eponaibtlity for the future superin-
tendence of hls party. If he ls not such
a man, lf he should yleld to tlie lnner
whlsper .which bide hlm ncccpt the

f ihe country; nmulti-
ignate of many Ulrec-
atbr" wlth a powerful
behlnrt hlm, a cltizer

uri .-

rip of ii.,
to-day ia.,law, and ho flnda hin

to fac« wlth a prison term whlch
probably outlaat his own rulned Hl
The plain people have uomel

loit, often wlth unfortunati re
ihai there lt one codc for the
and another for tho rlch; that
cun't put rlch ra iu ln \\
it auying to tl .¦ ii, i Uml a inun
*>r<;als a loai goea to prison, wbl
v.'ho btc-ais .. rallroad goei le
-1,'uiieii -tuti ,i Benati Moi a'a co
tion provi a tl al thi imewhai
lal vl-wa ;... not aound.at
Hlwaya, u proven that great cap
.>f Industry are not beyond u..
_f Btrlpoa. Mot.over, ii Qa. li
ta.il to be a moat s&l itary examp
.timr jftrge-mlndad bankera who
f-llan Into tha wav

paopli
lu tlll

itng othi
their qM n

nt ol ih

Morae (rlal II among tho most whole-
.'.iinio eventa of thn ycnr.

aii of whlch obaervatlons nre oiferoi

atlbjeol W tbe condltion thnt Mr. Morst
does not Titrlve. nftor oll, hy 10RM
devlllfli nnd hlgh-prlced legal Jug-
glery, to evade hls sentence and wlth-
di.iw to Parls,

»-1 I'l MI.K' \1 OPPOSITION TO CAN.
NON.

Charlea N Fowlor's nggrosslvo an-
nouncement of hlmaBlf for the speakor-
shlp Ol the next House le an encour*

nging i-ign. "Rep.eseht_.tlvo Fowler ls
an honest man, nn able and Independent
one. fieven terms In Congress have
earned hlm a repAtntion for lntelllgent
BtateBmanBhip, in_ mastery of the
complexltlea of flnance and currency
reveala n tnfnd apt for sound and pro-
found thlnking. The Fowler blll, whose
interment was skllfully coiiductod by
Cannon's night rlders at the last ses¬

sion of Congress, was not a perfeet
lnstrtunent. But lt was so much bet¬
ter than the miserablo crazy-qullt
whlch bore the name of Aldrlch that
bv contrast It shone with an almost

«
heavenly radlance.

Mr. Fowler would doubtless mako a

first-rate Spuaker. Thal, however, ia
to approach the matter from the con¬

verse sldc. The pleasant thing about
this Jerseyman's candldacy 18 that
lt reveala n vigorous Republlcan oppo¬
sition to Joseph Gurney Cannon. It
had been earnestly hopod in various
quarters thnt tho returns on electlon
day would make lt forever again im-
possible for Mr. Cannon to be _'ponk»r
of anything. That hope was frus-
trated. Since the peoplo of the Elgh-
teehth Illlnois Dlstrlct dellberately
elected to send Mr. Cannon back tp
Congress wlth his usual majority, lt
can only be lnferrcd that Mr. Cannon
la the sort of mun they like to have
representlng them '" a natlonal legls-
latlve body. Do gustlbus non dispu-
tandum. Since lt hns proved lmpos-
sible to ellmlnale Mr. Cannon ln that
way the one effoctivo mothod remaln-
Ing ls to oust hlm from the speaker-
shlp. It ls. unfortunately, hardly like¬
ly that this can be nccotnplished, elther,
ln the present Congress, for "Uncle
Joe's" quallttes represent the prefer-
ences of tho Republlcan majority ln
Congress, Just as tlicy do of the rua-

jority in the Danville district. But a

self-asaertlve anti-Cannon group now

uugurs extremely well for tho future.
Mr. Fowler's platform as candidate

oaila for an elective "board of man-

ngers in the Houso "whlch shall be
charged wlth that directlon of lcglsla-
lion which ls now aseumed by tlie

Speaker." This means open revolt and
open ^'earnlng to gathar ln Cannon's
scalp, and both these things are well.

SVRVEY THE OYSTER ROCKS.
Newport News, Norfolk and Ports-

mouth, through their Chambers of

Commerce, have serlotisly undertaken
the atudy of the fisli and oyster prob-
lems of this State.
This atop has not come a moment too

soon, and tho thanks of the Common-
wealth are duo to tho prlvate citlzens
who nre t-houlderlng a responsibillty
and attemptlng to deal with a problem
that has. been woefully neglected by
tlie authorltlcs of the State.
On Tuesday, Novemoer 3d, The Tlmes-

Dlspatch suggested that the Governor
instruct the Cornmission of Flsherles
to make a sclentlflc survey of the
natural oyster beds openlng In James
Rlver. Flve thousand dollars should
be sufflcient to furnish a survey upon
whioh tho business men of the State,
und especlally tlie business men of the
Tldewater cltles and counties could
form nn accurate concluslon as to what
course could best bo puraued. With¬
out linpartlai, clear-cut aud declslvo
flndlngs In this matter, any argument
ls sure to be unsaiisrnctory because
of the dlverqe and lrreconcilnblo opln-
lons entertained by tho men that have
so long felt that their interesta were

opposed.
The Times-Dispatch wlll not now at-

tempt to show that tlie welfare of ihe
tonger and tho planter depends upon
Identlcally the samo conditions.that
Ih i demonstratlon that can walt.
The Important and -easentlal thing

now ia to let ln tho light and get the
truth. To this end we can urgo the
Governor of Virginia to Instruct tho
Commlsslon of Flsherles, ln co-opera-
tion wlth the Unlted States Fish Corn¬
mission, to mako a survey of the nat¬
ural oyster beds ln the Jumos Rivor.
If it ls urged that the Commlsslon of
Flsherles has not tho neceasary funds,
.it may be replled that lt wlll certalnly
not co.it $3..000, and that if tlio Com¬
mlsslon of Flsherles came to tho Logls-

¦. ln 190? wlth a doflclt of "U.,000,
there ls no reason why thoy should
not brlng ln n simllar doflclt ln 190'J.
Especlal3y is thla true as tho publlc
will know ln advance what the deflcit
la caused by, and wlll be satisi'Ud
beyond nll questlon tlmt the expen.dl-
ture lu tbe neceasary flrat Btep towards
eatabllahlng tbe aheli fiah industry ln
Virginia upon au enduring and <.x-

tremaly profltable baatB.

dealer In antlqultles hai
st Prince ii, Ui
ice wlll hai ai\tuit th.

-nieiiis ati this.

II is aaid thal Spoake
¦eiveu sbmethlng of an o<itght from hia admirera

Btooks havlng long i.n advertlaeaa l.uie lu go up il Taft WOB oll -Ll,'-,
I'.l'e lierev.it h reiuind.-di, that il .
Jurap, L

,.Ti"' "! -;^l'"^t',7~\..,...,,,.flgn« thal the little old Bblkau w m
tli mftj n©» go ahead antl flre w ho

Rhymes for ToDay.
AT THP. PIIONK. GOOII TIMP.SI
LONG hnve they told'tla wlth utmost

temerlty;
"Vote for Republlcan pat ty'n

good timesl
Tnft I" tho man who can yank ln

Fall in.and wateh hlm ttlrn pennles
to dtmesl"

That's h.nv they shotlted lt. that's how
they tOUtOd It.

We tm.k the biilt with a sklp and a
hop:

Now We Htand aolemn-llke, groupeil ln
a column-llko,

Waltlng pnlm upwards for sornothlng
to <lrop,

Full dinner-paila, won't you klndly
come show yoursolves?

Stock.', hero we jtrc" Trot on out of
tlio uoods!

Pay-rolls, wu'ro waltlng to see you all
blow yourselves!

Iley, you Ropubs, come dellver tho
goods!

We want no hedges, gentsl Stand by
your pledges, gonts!

Mako good the promiscs roared on
the stumpl

You know how crcditors harry us odl-

Bld your prosperlty-makers to Iiump!
II. S. II.

MERELY .IOKINO.

New Cae of the Motor.
He: "Allce, you'vo beon c.itlng onions

atnln?"
siio: "Yea, dear."
He: "Well, come out with mo ln my

motor ciir nnd see If l (,in't tiik" your
bieatli n way.".Tlt-Blta,
Inct Behind the Connter.
Lady (wlth some healtatlbn): "I.er.

wlsl to look at aomc falae frlngea."
Tactful __1esmnn: "Certalnly, madnm.

"What ehade does your frlend WlahT".
l'i'i.i.'li.

I.:.i ly nnd I.utr.
"You play tho plano later every night,"

sale. tlie vlaltor.
"Yea." answered tiie suburban reaident,

"wt'ro trylng to keop ihe people noxt door
up, ao that ihey wlll be too aleapy to mo.v
thu linvn ln the morning'; and they're try-
IriK to mow tho lawn so early that we
mayn't foel llko playliig at night.".London
News,

A Royal Jolte.
"Who u-alta without?" aaked hls niba.
"A credttor with a blll, your majeaty."
"Tcll hlm to go without.".Cleveland

Iiaadar.

llr Knew.
Tcacber: "Vou have named nll tlie _o-

meptlc anlmols savo onea lt has brlatlyhalr, lt Ib erlmy, llkus dirt, und |8 fond of
mud. Well. Tom?"
Tom (shamefacaJlyj: "That's me."_

Phhiulelphln iH.ulrer.
No Work For Iliin.

"But." aaid tlie good old ladv, "whydon't you _o to work?''
"Why, ma'am." bjgan the illsreputabl,-old loafer, "yer see, 1 got wife an' live

chlldren to support-"
"But how can you support them if youdon't uo to work?"
"As I waa a-snyln', lady, I got a wife

nr. nve chlldren to support nie,".Catholic-tordard and Times.

THK XOTKIMI PARAORAP11EB8.

IT does «oem a little pecullar thal Mr.YVataon should have named hls book,published on the eve of tlie eleclion."\Aaterloo." Thal wlll bring two Water-looa ln lils lifo close to£ether..AuguataHerald,

Wa suppose there have been milllona o»Utters burned wlthin the last iwo months
HCUEtOIl

If Presldent Roosevelt shaii accompilshns much in his second rlftv vears as in h:slirst where win the hlstorlan pui it?.StI.culs Globo Democrat.

Tho ndvertlslng rjirds of the __ndo.,shcpkeepera aro boglnnlng to pour in uponus. Byen the boon of Intcrnatlnnal pennvpostBg. has its IncISental affllctlon?..B<
tor Herald.

Tho last reputatlon some men seern to
want to acqulro ia a reputatlon for navluKtheli' debts.. Dal'.ns News.

A woman at Kewanee, 111., waa lilt bya traln aml hurleil 100 feet, without in-Jury. Hhe evidontly struck on the heavilymatoelled end ot h*v person..Chicago i

The I.os Angelea Expreaa sava a man outthat way ls clumorlng for a "noiseloss typ.j.Writer. Does ho mean ono thal Won'lrattle, or one that won't talk and chov
eui, uutlibly?.Waahington Herald.

*

VI e suppose there have been nt least'se.%,fn.,i,;oys born ln Toxa3 'hls rear who1wlll 1111 ihe prcsldenilal oifice. Aboutger.eratlon hence al! ihe Presldenls wlll bechcsen from Texas..Houston Post

PKRSONAL AXD IlKNEKAl..
Austratla min^s employ 120,000 men,
The machlne eiporta to Japan lnur, hcreasod in quantlty nve Mrr.es in one year.
"Ihe slmple cost nf aetttag up ln type aedltlon of thoBlble amounts to »6,00">.
B ma of the larg.-nt oceon Kteanvr.j can

..¦ ,-r.nverted into armed cruisers lu ihirs-hours.
Ar. Indian stroam, lha Rlver Kistnuh GOufeet wido has the longeat span ol telegraphv.lre In the world.
The state of Ouanajuato, Mex. has pro-Utcerl sllver worih ?". 10.0 DO.ooO (MexlOan)durlng the last 350 years.rerV.aps th. most eurlous of poliahlnewheala la that mnde of corn htisks for fln"!hhing ahall or bono cornbs. r

A man can hlre n horse In Japan, _een
in-i "T,"*"""" "';" "¦>» """" Ihe fat of tblono, 0ll foi a lluir over 8.0 a month.
Whon New Tork Clty gets Its water fro-nthe Catakllla, the longeat flbw «*U "»>_from a poim tSO mllea from the cliy hai;".
":!:¦¦ BSle of land reclolraed by the Feder-lrecajnatlon eervtce l« expected more thnuto repay the $.-,<iou.o<io expended to date bytnefgoi erament.
'' Jtoi Frlta, a Naw York typewrltar,iisi accoinpilshbd Uip iu.-Ic of wrlt ing.ae\«n perfeel words n .'liiniit,- r.

ent- ^"nKj1!*" Jjn 'n""de BX-Justlce Mur-
,,',.,'.'.,'."""' ;""1 -"'u-""i'e A. Philbin,

;;,,,',,."";¦ .'' "'¦'¦ l<nlgnta cornmand^
flvn-nf ,i..u,. v.!...--.'. ayg^P'' n>akln«

aaor of llteratuiv
i'.nr. haa b...-.,
ut Ilarvai'd for

M, Abel _i Franc
Uie College de k

hcaen aa Hyde Ioc

Tlnce C®otte ©_r

Eunrop®
By

La Marqu-Sa© «_« F-_-fte_-<ci>y
t_ .r,. Caaiil du uidi,

S<i, ,I,'J,S '" tno French Canal du
'iildi, conatruuted 260 years ngoto fiirnlsh u wnterwny between
tno Medlterranmui nnd the At-10 titlc Ooe&n through Fronch

i_ > .l'M'rlior.v, havo formed the ftub-
.lect ot a law HUlt that hns lately been
ongugingr the ohftneery dlvlslon of the
High Court of JUstlca ln I.ondon. Thellrst Emperor Napoleon, munn of hlsmoat uunous generui., aa well us the
cientor ot tho canal, pierre Paul
Riquet, Haron do Moniopos und found-
er of tho prlncely and duoal houae of
Cnraman-Chlinny, havo all been Ilgur-Ing ln the proceedhiga ln a way to
tux tho hlsfcorlcttl knowledgo of the
presldlng Judge and of the leudlng
couiisel ln tho Casis All sorts of ob-
staclca wore plaoed In tho way of' the
constructlon of the canal by the on-
glneer, Pierre Paul Rtquet, nnd hls en-
tlio fortuno was awallowed up In the
onterpnse, ns well as several mllllbna
of dollars granted by the government,
for both I_ouls Xl\'. and hls able
tltmnce mlnlster, Colbert, were greatly
lnterested ln tho work, Louis intle.d
manlfestlng hls good will by rutsing
Rlquet to the nobility, wlth the tltle
of Baron Ue Monrepos. Rl _uet died be¬
fore the canal was completed, leavlng
hls chlldren with debts to the amount
of 3,000,000 francs.

It was onlv forty venrs aftr-rwards
thnt hls descendanta began to reao
the fruit of hls UVbors, the rc'Cipts of
the ennni havlng niii!] then been nl-
togethcr monopollai'd by the expendl-
tures requlslte for lt? malntenflnca and
amolloration. Paul Rlquet's eldesl
grandson was creatod Count of Cnra-
man, Iu tho Haut-Garonne, on tho oc¬
caslon of tho aolenin opotilng of the
cannl In 1681.
By tho time that the French Revolu¬

tlon had broken out, the caml hnii
developed into a souree of blg revehue
to the Counts of Caraman. Of course,
this wus too rlch u plcce of property
nol toarouse the Jealousy nnd envy of the
leaders of the rovolutlon, and when
tho Terror acquircd the mastery of¦ the
government In 1792, It promptly _on-
fiscated the shares held b> tho Houso
of Caraman ln the oa'nal, aelzed tho
latter, and aasumetl its mamigc-mont.
When Is'apoleon became i-tnpei'o'r he
constltutcd a statutorv .-on;p.ny In
respect of the former Interosta of the
Caraman family ln the canal.

Tlio stock wns arrangvd with 1.000
shares of lO.Ofll franca. NIiii hundred
of these shares he pareeled out amonghls field niiirshnlH. prlnclpal gertcrnls,
and hls leadlng atatesmen, v ith 'ho
stlpulatlon that tho shares should do-
scend from fnth'or to son, unl on foii-
ure ol tl-.e male line, revrt to the
State. Fio, however, made the strang.proviso that ln defuult of male Issue.
daughtors mlght Inherit the sh.irrs, on
thi expresa condltion of thel* mnrry-ing. while under the age ot twehty,dlera who had been wour.ilofl in tlie

..i their country. Of the re-
maining iim shures, thirty-elght were
retained by the Stato. and tho others
s<.:,i outrlght,

Alter tho Res'toration In 1811. tl law
wns enacted restorlng ths shares to
the origiiiai ownera, tliat i.< t_ say, tothe Caramana, subject, however, to therights uf the granteea under the
- tatlons created by napoleob. Tho

thu ai ili ed the thirty-itni .:.,. state, and
the shares in regard to which
iiad been failuro of issue. it

ikewlse obtainefl a reverslonary ln-
ln course of rn')lenumber of the outs tandtng stiaregthrough failure of malr Issue and neg-lect to comply with the dlrections of-Napoleon In relation to wounded soi-diers, reverted to the family.ln 1S9D the Countess Marle de Som-

mery, who was a number of the Cara¬
man family, died iu England, whereshe made her home. leavlng amongstother property, twenty-one shares intno company, and likewlse her rever-

iry interest in the remaining stockquestlon which the Engllsh courtsi.i\' just been called upon to declde
:s as to whether these shares and interests, which were not rfpeclflcallymentioned ln the wlll of the countess,pa jed with tlie other property to theprlnclpal hen.flcla.lce under hor will',or whether they belongod to her nextijeira und neareat relatives. The courtuccided against the latter nlternativci.uite a number of the shares ln theare owned by the Comtesse j"ureiruihe, tlie well known leader ofi arlalan soclety und enthuslastlc Wag-iiiirian. who was Comtesse ISllzubeth
r!'¦' l.lm,a-v.-w,Vt,UM's bel0»sr to PrlnceJwepn do Chlmay, who divorced the
ln l--.Ua .

VVard'of Detrolt, MIch*
Dionvtr8a"_S_'n ,,e!onS* to Countess"i\., az.cnenyl, who came to Xewlorit a year ago to attend the weddlngoi her nusband'a brother to MlBsOlady-
___>..it ..?, was by "irth a Couii-

be

I>uki

well to explain that
X. transformed tlu-
nan of his day into
in, while the latter'a

¦*'"1"t"1".. bii.thr r, l-'rancls Joseph de':¦ ;' rnmnn, was about tlie same
;i, ° ,!'"''¦¦' Prince «ie Chlmny by the.ol tho Nctherlands aa halr to his

v.'ho waa tho last survlvlngi.i '-inbei ,,i the ffirmer prlncelyChlmay thac became extlnottowards the latter end of the eigii-tcentti eenturj ii was Princo Franci.s
Joseph de Chlmay who marrled thonotorious Madame Talllen, so celo-
brated ttllke for her marvelous beauty,and foi thi not altogether suvory part:...:. she played in France durlng-the'¦ ¦" the Dlrectory as tho Egerla of
Rarras, nhd ns patrone'sp of the flrstf>apoleon, She lles burled in the
Church of Rt. Peter »nd St. Paul. in",v town of Chlmay, and there is a
beautlful monument erected to her
memorv ahove her tomb. Noarby rests
John Frolssart, author of the cele-
.!'li,<-' "Chronicles," who was the

..! of this very church. The Prlnces
hlmay are descended from this

on of Prlnco l-'rancls Joseph of
Carnmnn-Chlmay with Madame Talllen.
The announcement that the power-

tul iii'il.'i' ,,f Jesuits liti.s given Its ap-
io.>\i.i to .'''.¦ move.roeht in favor of
femalo suffi ... -t;.,. ahnonnoement ls
contilnert in one nf the lutest Issues
".i tl.ffieliii organ of tho order nt
l'"'11". thn Clvlltn CattQllca.suggesisthe Inqulry as to why those in this
country who are eager for the acqui-sliioii of thn franchlse by women do
n:n Invlte u., BUroness Gripenhern
rom l.ti Ingfors to dellver a serles

pf Iccturei upon iho questlon, ln Fln-
!il"i women have the same oleotoral

''¦' logis ntlvn rightp n.s men. and in
the preseni r.i.¦ some forty of tlie 800
members helong to the falr aex. Tho

in ¦¦ li ry work i« carrled on very
.mmittoe, and thero is not

eomipltteti whlch doea not havo at
leasl iv,,, or three women among its

rili L'l i.i.-,,i of (lio Df-t does not
.Jltnle io ,;,v thnt tlio v/onien lo^ls-
lutors iry . their ilutles wlth quiet

:i UJitl dill'Kence, and it is
.i'i'. arS lield by nll po-

io hnve fiiiiv jiistined by
..nd by their pood eensH

oi iin-ii- m x for (eglslaMva
tmioi |., nt loa.-t four in-

nml wifo boili beldng
;i. -i. even anion^ tno
ivomem SoclnHsts in

ttn'lr cnnvlctlona

been ln nxlstencn for four yonrn In
r'luifiriii, largely owlng to the efforts
of tho baroiiess, nnd has nppnrently
Worked without n hltch, the Informa¬
tlon whlch she mlght he ahln to fnr-
nlsh ns to the practlcal results
itchinved mlght prove of consldernblo
Interest to the peoplo hero ln Amerlca.
(Copyrlght,' 1008, by tho Brentwood

Compsny.)

STATE PRESS.
And, Wllllsm, Rero's ,M.r Heat Reap.ct* to
VOU."
We wlah Mr. Taft a sueoessful atlmlnls-

tinllon. He ln nn able mon. and we belleve
he is nb-olutely honest nnd Incorruptlble.
Wi. iljfc not aiireo wlth hlm on thn tnilfr
Hiirl n#er publlc questlons, but a majority
of tlio Amerlcan people httvo lndorsed lils
vI.mp. nnd In thi" country "ihe mnjorltv
rules." Every mnn hns n rlsht io hls
Otjlr lium, Imt publlc oplnlon Is always
c.nnKln*. rtinl tho trlumph of tho hlg'i
protective iiuif" policy, whlch wctghs ao
heavily upon the consnniers.and espeelolly
upon the farmera.mny nol be repcatrd,
at least let us hope so..Falrfax HernU.

Itut IUm't M ke It.
We were fully prapared for tho prcsont

defeat. not oulte so mveeplng to bo auro
a, it seemi to be, but fully prepurod for a

defeat. We had seen somo very wlse men
li Vlrginla ko over to tho Republicans. Tho
fov of us left amounted to little, arfd were

only fit to be defeated. Tlm nlgg»r was

recently klcKefl out to let m those wl«e
men. Whather the party ha. piotlted by
tha Shanga nwnlts 10 bn s,-en. W« bld
ti em BOod-by and wl»h them n happy voy-
age ll) their new ntllre and wlth new
friends. »>c can andure tliu resultg Wlth
criice, an'd even dlgnlty..Bluuntnn Hpeclu-
tor.

Am! Aguln."To You."
Mr. Taft, as Mr. Bryan, ls inoro than n

partlsati: he Is a strong typo of the loyal
Mterlcnn cltlzen, nnd ns such. v.o wlsh hlm
n hearty, "Domocratlc," foitr-yenrs' term
Ir. tbo White Rnuae, hcllevlng that hc wlll
-mi.il by the BBcreU obilgatlnn whlch ha
ahall take on th«- 4th of March to make th
beat Prerldciit ihnfs In hlm for Ih" Amaf-

Voice of the People
The Rrlntlon Of tlie Rnndolph-Macou
Srafem to the MrtiioiiNt i_pl-co|inl
Ohnrch, Suutii.A Uucstinu of Uoruf
Obllgutlou.

Editor uf The Times-Dispatch:
Slr,. From tlme to timo durlng the

paat year there havo uppoared tn the
columns of the aecular press urtlcles
conceriilng tho retatlun of the Rau-
dulph-Macon System to the Vlrginla
Couferencu and thu Carnegle Founda-
tlon. On laat Thursday there uppeured
In The Tlmes-DlBputch un artlcle thai
Uie Richmond Alumnl Association hud
lukon action upon this questlon. The
artlcle dld not stato how many mem¬
bers of tho Alumnl Soclcty were pres¬
ent, nor whether general notice had
been-given that thero wns to he a
meeting of tho BOClety, nnd that thla
matter wns to be fully dlscuaaed nnd
resolutions adopled, and so the publlcle at u loss to know Just how many
persons aro represented by that paper.
The whole matter wlll be up for dls-
cusslon at the session of thn confec-
ence next week, and, In order that tho
ipoattlon of many persons who ha\t-
wrltten on the subject In the rellglous
press may he olearly understood by
tiioso who have read nrlicles <>n the
other sliie ln your columna, I send in
this, n statement or what 1 consider
to be the main questlon at issue.

lt is easy to hecloud the Issue iu-
VOlved, The questlon ia not the broad
questlon of whether the M.thodlst
Epiai :opaJ Church should cngnge in
educatlonal work, and own and con¬
trol schools nnd colleges. That ques¬
tlon Is before the church and the edU-
catlonal world, und it rauat i,o faceil
ln Virginia. ns elr-owhere. But thai
hiond question ls not the polnt Immc-
dlately at issue tn the Randolph-Macon
questlon. Nor ls the questlon the na--

one as to what effect" lt would
have upon the annual conference to be
requlred to elect trustees of Randolph-
Macon every year or so. That ls a
.mlnor matter.of molhol and not prtn-
clpll.and can be easlly handled. Nor

lia it a questlon us to the present pru-
vlslon of the Randolph-Macon oharter.
.That charter has been chunged ln the
ipast, and was chaiiged agalnst deter-
nilned and vlolcnt protest. and changed
by the requcat or the Vlrginla Annual
Conference.

All such questlons betloud, Ignore
or mlnlmlz. the real issue. At this
time there is only one matter Involved.
The questlon involved is a questlon of
fact. It ia 0 questlon of moral obllgti-
tion. I_egal or educatlonal oxperta are
not requlred for the setllement of this
questlon. lt ls 0 questlon of mora a.
of honesty nnd flncerlty, and any ln*
telllgent man can settle lt as well aa
an educatlonal or legal expert Let
us seo clearly and distlnctly the lsaitc
betwSon the Randolph-Macon board and
Virginia Methodlsm. The issue once
deflned, any man of ordinary Intelll-
gence can settle il.
On August ld, 1900. tlie Randolph-

Macon trustees passed a resolution
that in the selectlon of trustees no de¬
nomlnatlonal test is lmposed. The pas-
sage of thla reaolutlon is requlred hy
'the trustees of the Carnegle PouhdB
llon bofore an InslltUtlon can be placcd
'upon tho Carnegle Foundation and re-
Icelve its beneflts. This action was rs-
quireil, noi to (leUrmine the meaning
of the Randolph-Macon charter, but
to determlne what should be tho ae»
tunl practlce of the Randolph-Macon
board for the fulure. Thn Carnegle
board understood the p_ssage of that
resolution lo mean tlio dcniul of any
sort or klnd of denomlnatlonal owner-
shlp or control.

f The church ln Virginia, by tlie luws
of tlie State, la forhldden lo own prop-
erty. Tiie only way. theieforo. for tho
church 10 own or oontrol property is
by the selectlon o£ trustees¦ who will
ftiilnf ully and honestly execute tho
trust reposed in them by the church.

;Tlie Vlrginla Conference. minlstry und
Llalty, by a practically unparulleled
uiiniilnilty. has declared. thal the trus-
tees of Randolph-Macon are tho rop-
resentatives of the church, and that
through them tho Randolph-Macon
Sy-st'in is owned and controlled by
tlie Methodlst Church. Tbe system haa
been declured to belong to the Metho¬
dlst Church, to bc owned and con¬
trolled by tho church from the found-
ing of tho Randolph-Macon College

.until August Iti, 190U. Aml these
declq-rations have been made both b.v
ihe conference atul by the oflicers of
the Randolph-Macon board. Since tho
action of the Rahdolph-Maeon board on
August 16. lOOfi, t'ollowed now by the
action of that'board of Juno 10, l'JOS.
tho questlon now i.s:|""A'hu.t la the rela-
tion of these InsUtutrons to Melliodism?
Aro thev owned and controlled by thu
Methodlst Church'.' lf thev are not
legal ly owned und controlled by the
Alet hodlst Church. ought the charter
to bo wo amended that thoy win he
owned and controlled by tho Methodlst
BplBCOpal Church, us far as the. laws;
Of tlie Stato of Vlrginla wlll permit?
What Is the moral obllgutlou of tho
trustees of MrthodiMu? This Ih thu
great present issue.
This writer fraukly admlts LluU there

Ils noi a llne in the charter itsoif that
glvea to the Motliodist Bpiscopal
Church any sort of ownership or con-
trol. lf the wordlng of the cliurter ia
to settle it. thon tlio church haa 110
clalm to elther ownership or control,
But tlie Carnegle board umler.stands
iluit ollier things besldes the charter
under wlilch un tnstitutlon operatus
nre to be copsldered in deterrnlnlng its
true roiiitiiin to tii-. church, Andl so the
Carnegle board reqylros tho paseage of
.1 resolulion thut binds tlio board of
truateaa 10 Impose nu denomlnatlonal
test in tho selectlon of trusteon. The
reaolutlon, thorefore,' passed by the
Randolph-Macon board iiid not simpl.v
nieiin thut tlie charter does nol reqiilrc
tlu> seleotloh of Methndlsts on the
bouril, hut that Ihe board itself, as u
nuitiei' »f uctiitii uractlee, will not lu
the futuro Impose'any deiiomlnutional
imi In the selectlon of truacees. Tt ls
h-'iii by the writer that tlie Randolph-
Macon sv.-ileni Is ronlly owned by the
Methodlst i-pl-eopai Churehi South, and
tlmt the -V«teni ie controlled by the
churcli through tlie trustees, who have,
with the esoeption of u few trtemhers
elected liuforo the war for reasons of
temporary uud locnl oxpcdli'iniy, been
members of tliat churcli. Anv action,
iheroforo, whlch yields the rlght of the
iliuri'li uo control l.hu system, by dei'lar-
Ing lluu tlio trustees aro ln Ihe fulure
lo hc seliH'tiul willioui. regard m their
leiai'lou to ll'.at ciiuri.'H cliaii:.cs the re-

lntlon of tho system tfl tfie church from
tlmt of rcnl, uctiitii ownership nnd con¬
trol to thnt of lilHlofi' .'ind irndlllonnl
friendship and sympathy.
Are the Randolph-Macon lnstltutlons

really owned by tho Methodlst. I.plHCO-
pal Church, South? Al'c they tho pro¬
perty of thn church. and nro tho truH-
t'.es under ninrnl obllgaflon to rocog-
M_e tlie rlght or tho Vlrglflln, Confer¬
ence to control tho property of tliu
system, nnd to recognlKO tli_ rlnht or
the conference to a votcc ln the selec¬
tlon of the trusteoB? Thla ls the ques¬tlon nt Issue. uml the followlng Incts
nro more wnightv tliiin Ih* rfiero word-
Ing of ihe charter, and wllliliave more
welght than the letter of tho law wllll
Chrlstlan moh nnd women who are rf-
sponslve to moral obllgtitions'i

Cl) The Vlrginla Conforonce .lournal
shows that for slx years before the
grantlng or the Randolph-Macon chur-
tor tho conference, vtnr nfter year, dlsj
OUSSed the questlon of ihe establlsh-
iimnt of a college, nppolnli'd cominlt-
tees to propari! a sullablo constltutlon
for tho college, to reciire- h charter. to
I'nlso funds, to select a slto, etc The
conference was "the ereator of the col¬
lege," nnd dld everythliig for It except
to glve tho charter, which gave tho
college its legal atandlng In thecouris.
Tho temper df the pub.lc men ln Vlr-

glnlft at that timo wus sUch that it
was Impoaslblo to get a churter thut ln
any way recognlzed the rolutlon of the
church to the college, nnd ono pnra-
graph of the charter eapeolally forblda
the oHtabllshment of n theologlcal de-
partment ln tlie college. Tlie siiuie pro-
vlalon Ir found ln the charter of ttldi-
iiio.nl College, ot thn Baptlsl Church,
Whlch wns granted about tlie same
timo. The Vlrginla Conference, through
ilu committee, secured tbe- best charter
tliat lt could obtnin nt that day, nnd It
was grtnernllv understood that th" COf-lege was a Methodlst eoilege aud would
be controlled by Ihe Methodlst Church,
Tlio Bouth Carollna and Oeorgla Con-
ferencea we.v a:<ked to Joln in thi up
port of the college, and were rcquestei
to select trusteoa i" partlclpate ln the
government. Tl Ifer waii accepted,
nnd these conferencea selected truatoea.

Dr, Stephen Olln, ihe flrsi prealdent
of the college, In wrltlng concerntjig
the college to Blehop Anarew on lie-
cember 21, 189$-says: "I avnll mysclt
of the first moment to glvo you some
account of the condltion of the college.
I am Induc. d to do this on account 'of
the Hvely Interest whfrh you take in
the cause of oduoatlon In thf> Methodlst
Kplseopal Church. and stlll more by
your offlclal connectlon, buth as one
.>f the trustees nnd ns the presldlng
bishop of the npproaching conferences
ln Oeorgla and gciuth Carollna. Thoae
conferences, wlth that of Vlrginla, nro

guardlans, and, ln fuct, tho owners of
Rundolph-Mncon College."

(2) The colluge contlnued Hs work,
recognlzed as a Methodlst college, untll
the war. About that timo lt becomo
evldent that the college could not suc¬
ceed any longer at its location at Boyd-
ton. The North Curoilna Conference had
estabtlshed Trtnltv College, and Ran-
d'»lpli-Minon was 1< fl at ttie edgc of
the conference, The Vlrginla Confer¬
ence, tnerefore, ih I86S and tn I888 do.
lur-d bv a uiianliiiuus -vote llinl the

location of the oolli xf: must be '.-iinii.t-
ed. This action of tnc conference
regarded und liitended ns Inatructtona
to the board of truatees." The trustees,
except a few realdent hi Royiiton. ulrn-
..d to carry out tlie wishca <A the con-.
ftTciice aml r-n'.oved tlie _«i:cgi> from'
Boydton to Aahland. In ihe year W7P
appllcatlon was mkda by tnc board of!
trustees ... the Le{ls|atur« of Virglhia

coramlinlcaiion was printed and mada
iPaiiipiiiut oi i.-.eo wi.i'i-', too much
be printed ln full, The gist uf theargu-
ment ia thnt the Vlrginla Conference
wus the ereator und the owner of Run-
tlolph-Mue.n College, nnd that tiie cui-l
ference imd by unanlmoua vote ln -

atructed tlie trusteea to change the col-,
lege location; unu the triBteea bad
oi/eyed tlie lusiructlons of the confer¬
ence, Tlie Leglslature ls urged. in vlew
uf tlii. fuiuluiu.htul fact, to change tliu
charter as reglstereil. The Leglslature
heard both sldes and changed the char¬
ter at the request of tbe mujoiity of
the board, whlch majority haaed Its iir-

gument o;i the fact thut the conference..
IS the real owner of tiie collc-gu und its
wlahea ouglit to be carri«_i out. Thai'
there may be no dlspute as to the uc-

curacy of Ihe ubovo stitlement. a hrlet
ex tract ii- givi. n from tho appeal of tho
board of tiusiees to the Leglslature:

For more than thirty-flvu yeara the
church has done for the college all thnt
us ..'...', iis energlea und us wealth
iduIh do to make lt n success and a.

power ln tho Slute. It could not coun-
teract the orig.nal mlstake of an un-
fortunate location. The evlls of the
first error grew and multtplied: u.uli
in 1888, and again In ibt>>", tti*- Virginia
Conference, ihe founder and buiidtr or
Randolph-Macon, waa so satlsfi.d of tlie
Impollcy and Improprlety of further ef¬
forts to resuecltate the college iu its
then location that, by a unanlmous
vote. lt declared that lt was neceasary
to change Ita location. These acta of
th* conference wero regarded and In-
l< ::ded as InStrUCtlons i.o tlie board of!
trustees. The resldi.nl trusteoa nol only
idecllned to reoelve these Instruotlons,
but refused to ohey them. The non-i
realdent trusteoa aimed to carry out
the wlshes of the conference. Wlth
hearty unanlmity ihey resplved to cai-
ry out tlie wlshes of the body that
called lt into being and had fostered lt
iitl the years of its hlstory. . Tlie
creatdr of ihe college was the Virginia
Conference, The college Is ln moral
law and justlce the property of the con¬
ference. .'. Let tho l-ogl-luture con-
slder these facts, all beurlng upon tlie
case. The conference, owning tlie col¬
lege. adviaed Its rcmov-1 Trom Meck-
lenburg county. The majority of tho
trti-tees. In obedlence to instructions,
voted for and proceeded tu removo lt.

We present what the Vlrginla Con¬
ference began to do in 1S-G, and has
noL ceased to do as ll huu means, und a;i
Its creature the collego has requlred
down to this present day. Kan-
dolph-Macon Collego is the child of tha
Virginia Conference. Sho gave il be¬
ing, and has nursed It Wlth maternal
love and care. . Tho trustees acted
wlth the honest convlctlon that tlu
Methodlst Cliurcli. aa owning Randolph-
Macon Collego. must abandon that lo¬
cal ion (Boydton.)"
These quoiations show that In tho

year 3870 tho bouni of trusteea in of-
flctal utterancu to tlie Leglslature of
Vlrginla declared that the ereator of
tho college vy.ns the Virginia Confer¬
ence, und that "tho college ls ln moral
law and jiistico the property or tlio con¬
ference." Tho college wus then only
forty years old, and Ihe men on the
botird knew all tho facts ln the case.

(3) Has unythlng huppened since 1.70
to change this relatlon ut ownership?
Dr, Jnmes A, Duncun aml Dr. W. W,
IJennett, presldents from 1S7.0 to 1886,
both declared thnt the college belonged
to tlie conference nnd that the debts of
the college were moral]y the debts of
tho"- con ference. And tho conference
paid the debts. This brings ils down to
tha year l.Sii, slnco whlch tlme the
niuidolph-Mi.ic.jii board has establlsh¬
ed the aead.inies and the Woman's Col¬
lege. tluw has the pi'.sont property,
been accumulatodV Under what c.ondi-
llons have Virginia Methiutlsta given
their money'.' Moruover, what plea hus
been used ln preseuting the clalms of
Randolph-Mucori lnstltutlons to vlr¬
ginla Methoillain? The wrlter has been
a member of tho Vlrginla Conference
for twenty vcars. lle has beon prlnoU
pal of tho Rliu'l-stone .Institute for four¬
teen years, and conferonce secretary of
idui'ution for tlu- greater part of thut
tlme. He has heai'd eveiy address ttiul
has been made by thu uuthurlneci agents
of Randolph-Macon on the annual con¬
ference l'loor, and rflPVO than three-
fourtha of ull the speeches mado by.tho
Raiidiilph-iMiuiHi agents nt tho vtirlous
dlstl'lct coufurcnees for tlio pust fOUVi
teon yeara. Durlng all thoee years ly
iiever'licnnl any afeunt, rein'osentativo oi

trustee of the Handolph-Macon schools
df-clai'o thal they were not tho property
Of tlie church; on the contrury, ho has
heard all Pf tborn 'rn'ni i'iiiiuccllor

Hmilh down, declare times without
number that thn Inatitut'ona wore "tha
pmpnrty of tho church, ownod and con¬
trolled by the church," nml, thuroforu,
Iho Methodlst people slsml.l aend tholl
rhildron to them und glvo money foi
tholr support and devolopment. The
wrltor ls wlllltig to mako affldavlt to
these things, und he ls sntlsflod thnt
there nre llterally timusaiids who would
take out li to the snmo tlilng.
Moroov.r, the reports of tho Board

of Kdiieuiloii .f the Vliglnla Confer-
iiice, as contained ln the miuutes, wlll
lell the same story. In 188. tho Ue.i-
eriii Conference, under thu letui of Dr.
W. W. .Smith, orgi ni-ed fl general board
nf educatlon, with tnc purposo ot giv-
ii.;i iiHiro deflnlte supervislon to the
lnstltutlons of the church. iToliowttigthis piun, iho viiginm Conference un¬
der the lead of Dr. .Smith, adopted a
now plnn, classlflud the achools or the
\'ligl:iln Conference under two dlstruct
huiids, namely, "Schools That Ai tho
l'rop«'fty Of the Chnreh" aud ".Schools
Thnt Are Under the Cure or thu
Church." Later thli classlflcatlon wan
chnngeil si> as to read, 'lnstit iitloua
Owned and Controlled by the Msthodlet
Kpiseopnl Church, Suulii," und "Inslltu-
tions under the Care of the Ohurch."'
The authorizcd agents of Randolph--facon uiwaiii placed these Institutloni
ln the firsi ulBSB, CUpluin Rlchard
Irby, for many years the Oldest llvlngRandolph-Macon trustee nnd secretary
nnd treasurer of ICaiidolpli-Macou Col¬
lege. was a member aml purt of the
tlme secretary of the board, Dr. w. w.
Smith mi,., always present at the «os-
Blons ol the board. Dr, it. E. Black-
woii, presldent of Raridolph-Macon Cui-
lege, was for several yeara prealdent of
the board. The wrlter, us secretary of
the board, hus for many yeara read the
report of tbe board un the floor of tim
annual conference m the pr<*acnce ot
the Virginia Conference trustees of tho
college. and never has u trustee, nn of-
ricer, m an agent or tho Rnndolph-
Macon board raised hls volce to pio-
ti agalnst the statement that tlie
I:.nd.>]ph-Maeoii m huols ,tie owned and
controlled by the church.
Moroover, ln eyery puipft Ih our con¬

ference lt hns hern Btated by the preach-
era, lncludlng many ot tho clerlcal
membera ol the board. that the Ran*
dolph-M.uon Inatltutluna are owned and
COntrolled by our church. The Itai.-
ddlph-MoCon board of trusteea has al-
lowed our Virginia Melhodlats to ba
t.'iught that the church owns and eon-
trols the Randolph-Mucon schools, and
tlio schools have been bullt up by thu
patronage, the Influence, tha toll and
tho money or our pastors and peopla.
given by them to tlie achools on tho
plea of the truatees and tho offlcera
that these schools aro tho property ot
the church.
Moroover, the Twcntfoth Century

Thank--fforlng Plan. which waa adopt¬
ed by tho (.uneral Conference under
tbe leadershlp of Dr. Smith, dlatlnclly
atated that no appropriatlon ahall ba
made to _ny lnetttuiiun thal U uot th.
exclusive property of the church. When
the Twentleth Century Offerlng was
taken In the Vlrginla Conference, the
questlon arose aa to what schools could
partlclpate in tlie offerlng. The con-
ference board 6f educatlon and the vir-
ginia Conference, under th« leadershlp
ol Dr. VV w. smith, tiie general mana-
ger of the canvass, declded that all tiie
Randolph-Maoon lnstltutlons could par¬
tlclpate In the offerlng because they
Were ihe property of the church, and
another IiiBiiiutltfh, whlch clalmed the
rlght to partlclpate, waa not allowed
to do bo because lt was shown that it
wuh not the BXClUllve property of the
church.

'1 htla the ehaln of evidence Is oom-
.... te. i-'i'.'ii 18M U> lSm». elghty yeara,
th? virginia Conference has clalmed to
be the owner of the Randolph-Macon ln¬
stltutlons. and the tITgrtees, agents and
Oflicers of the Riindulph-Macon Syatem
have theniaelvaa declared that tbo ln¬
stltutlons are the property of tbe
Methodlst Eplscopai Church. ?o^u..

.:i mon ns tl.igal
could be, By tho pa.ssng.- of
lutlon of August 16. ; 16. the
of trusteea changed thf relation which
had .exisU'd for Lhrce-quartera ..f i

century. The control of the ch
over the Randoiph-Macon Insiln,' i

lius been of necesslty exerolsed through
tlie trusteea. l-.ver since the ohang,'
of the charter iu 1870, nearly fort-.-
years ugo. every per__n elected as a

member of the board of trustees has
been a mlnlster or laymun of the Meth¬
odlst Church, and the trustees for
many years have been dlvlded between
the vlrginla and Baltlmore conforences
In a flxed ratio of sixteen from the
Baltlmore Conferences and twenty-
eiglu from the Virginia Conference,
oiie-lialf of eitch beingvnlnlstcru and
one-half laymen. The ^resolution oi"
August lt". 1906, declarlng that no de¬
nomlnatlonal test Is Impoaed In tlie se¬
lectlon of trustees was understood by
thu Carnegle board to be a "radlcal
change of policy." and, In view of tho
facts given above, it 1_ difllcult to un-
derstai.i how tho Randolph-Macon
board of trustees can declare thal the
passage of that resolution dld not
change the relation heretofore existlng
between the system and the church.
Certalnly tho church wlthin the
.1111.1-. of the Virginia Conference con-

Bidera ihat tiie passage of the resolu¬
tion dld !.,;,!.¦- a radlcal change, and
the church, ther-fore, has asked that
the charter be so amended that the
conference wlll, ln the future, have a
volce In the selectlon of the trustees.
Tho trustees have declared by formal
action that they have nelther the legal
nor the moral right under tho charter
to tran>.fer the power of electlng trus¬
tees to any other person or body; that
ln their Judgment this power of elec¬
tlon of trustees by which the corpora¬
tion is perpetuated is a materlal power
Whlch nellhcr the trustees themselves,
the Leglslature of Virginia, the Corpo¬
ration Commlsslon, or any court has
the power to change. Since thl8 re-
sponse was made by the board of trus¬
tees, nine out of the eleven dlstrlct
conferences of tho Vlrginla Conference
have been held, and every one of the
nine has, wlth practlcal unanlmlty, tn-
sisted that the request of tho confer¬
ence should be granted.
The questlon, thercfore. as stated ln

the beginnlng. Is a questlon of moral
obllgatlon. i irginia Methodisro has
founded tlie Randolph-Macon schools:
and tho Ran«olph-Macon board, at its
meeting In June, itsolf declared that
the property held by the sald board "Is
mostly the result of the efforts and
cpntrtbutlOna of Vlrginla Methodlsm."
Tho said contributlons were made bytho people upon ihe representations of
the "agents of the board that the lnstl¬
tutlons aro the property of the church.
The board now declares that,, under Its
preaent charter. tho church has no sort
of ownership in the schools. In order.
thercfore, to meet Its moral obllgatlonaml make good its representations to
tlie people who haveglveii tho momsy tho
board ls under moral obllgatlon to com-
piy wlth tho requestof the annual confer¬
ence, nnd do everyLhing posslble to se-
cure a change of charter asked for by
tho conference, whlch is tlie ereator of
iho college, and, In the words of the
trustees in l_7u. "in moral law and
justioe," the owner of the Runilolph-
Maeon System,It is a begging of the questlon for
the board to declare that the charter
cannot be changed. It was changed in
1S70 bj' the Leglslature of Vlrginla at
tho request of n majority of tho board
uctlng under tho instruutlons of tho
Virginia Conference. The oonferenco
simply asks that tho present board of
trustees follow tho examplo set by tho
board in 1870, follow tho instriictlous
of the conference, ask for the change
deslrod by tlio conference, and leave to
the Vlrginla tribunals to decido
wliothor tho change of charter destred
can bo granted. If It ls declded by
tho Corporation Commlsslon, .or by tho
proper trlbunnl, thut the charter can¬
not be changed, tho board of trustees
wlll -have met the moral obllgatlon
restlng upon lt. But. if the change of
chartor ls granted, tho board of trus¬
tees wlll huvo made good to the church
tho representations made In tho pnsi,nnd wlll hav. given to the church all
thu control posslble under tho lawa dfthe State of Virginia.
The Issiiu at present hefore VirginiaMethodlsm, thorefore. ls not au edu-

I'lttlonal, but a moral issue, Can tho
record of elghty years bo brushed aside
in order that tho Kiuulolph-Miieon \Vo-
miin's Colhgu may i-culvo monqlarvudvautnge'.' AU other quoalioiiB are
seooiidury untll this questlon la set¬
tled. t JAMSS CANNON, JR,

BlaitkriUiiiQ. A'a.. Nov. 3. 1008.


